CHAPTER  XIV

THE  KING'S  FIRE

THUS far we have dealt mainly with those instances of the Sacred
Sacred Marriage in which a human being is wedded to the Jf^jj*86
divine powers of vegetation or water.    Now we pass to the Fire-god
consideration of a different class of cases, in which the divine woman,
bridegroom is the fire and his bride a human virgin.    And
these cases are particularly important for our present enquiry
into the early Latin kingship, since it appears that the old
Latin kings were commonly opposed to be the offspring
of the fire-god by mortal   mothers.     The evidence which
points to this conclusion is as follows.

First, let us take the legend of the birth of King Servius Legend oi
Tullius.      It   is   said   that   one day the  virgin  Ocrisia,  a ^^g
slave-woman of Queen Tanaquil, the wife of King Tarquin Servius
the   elder,  was   offering   as   usual   cakes   and  libations  of
wine on the royal hearth, when a flame  in  the shape of fire,
the male member shot out from the fire.    Taking this for
a sign that her handmaiden was to be the mother of a more
than mortal son, the wise Queen Tanaquil bade   the  girl
array herself as  a  bride  and lie down beside the hearth.
Her orders were obeyed ; Ocrisia conceived by the god or
spirit of the fire, and in due  time   brought forth  Servius
Tullius, who was thus born a slave, being the reputed son
of a slave mother and a divine father, the fire-god.    His
birth from the fire was attested in his childhood by a lambent
flame which played about his head as he slept at noon in
the   king's   palace.1     This  story,   as others   have   pointed

1 Plutarch, DC fortuna Romano- Fasti, vi. 627-636 ; Pliny, Nat. Hist,
rum, 10; Dionysius Halicarnasensis, ii. 241, xxxvi. 204; Livy, i. 39;
Antiquit. Rom. iv. I sq. ; Ovid, Servius on Virgil, Aen. ii. 683;
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